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other Chaldean princes were filled with fear lest
their punishment should come next, and hegan to
take steps to set themselves right with Tigluth-
pileser. Of these Balasu (Belesys), the chief of
the Dakkuri, sent gold, silver, and precious stones,
as did also Nadin of Larak. But the most im-
portant of these was Merodach-baladan, of th<-
tribe of Yakin, king of the country of the Sea
Lands, close to the Persian Gulf. He had never
before given any form of submission to any Assyr-
ian king, but now came, apparently in person,
to Sapia and presented an immense gift of gold,
precious stones, choice woods, embroidered robes,
together with cattle and sheep.1 Great though
his submission was, the end was not yet with the
family of Merodach-baladan.

In the year 730 there are no events to record,
but in 729 Tiglathpileser was again in Babylonia,
and this time was able to take the stronghold of
Sapia. Ukinzer was deposed, and the unrest of
Babylonia was terminated. And now the plans
which Tiglathpileser must have made years before
could be fully carried out. He was determined to
make an end of the ruling of Babylonia by native
princes and instead govern it himself directly by
making himself king. He instituted festivals in the
principal Babylonian cities in honor of the great
gods. In Babylon he offered sacrifices to Marduk,
at Borsippa to Nabu, at Ktttha to Nergal; while
other offerings less magnificent were made in